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Response to Amendment 

1. This is in response to an amendment filed on August 19, 2005 regarding patent letter filed 
on March 01, 2002. In the amendment, claims 1-20 are pending. No claims have been 
amended in this application. 



2. Corrections to the Specification due to grammatical reasons has been acknowledged and 
accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant arguments filed on August 19, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

4. Applicants argues that the prior art fails to teach the inventive concept of "a postage 
system configured to apply postage and a network address to objects in a postage filed on 
the objects wherein the postage field comprises an area reserved on the objects for the 
postage". The Examiner respectfully disagrees with the characteristics described by the 
applicant for the following reasons. Knowles teaches and displays a web-based package 
routing, tracking and delivery system and method that uses URL/ZIP CODE encoded bar 
code symbols "on parcels and packages", see {abstract}. Knowles discloses in Fig 18, 
elements (a-c). Knowles furthers displays that a bar-code label is attached to the package. 
In addition an URL is attached to access the internet server, then the information 
accessed is used for delivery and tracking purposes. Also Knowles discloses in figure 6B 



Application/Control Number: 10/087,331 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3639 

different fields such as "date field", "title", "network address", and "URL". In Fig 13B, 
Knowles discloses in elements 55(B-C), which one skilled in the art at the time would 
know that when dealing with parcels or packages that postage is located or incorporated 
into the URL/barcode, or a designated field. Within the body of the claims, nowhere is it 
cited that "displaying the amount of money that has been paid for the package to be 
delivered" is a main focal point of the invention. Within the RDBMS contains 
information concerning packages, shipping costs and tracking and the like. One skilled in 
the art would be cognizant that once the URL/bar code is scanned all related information 
can be accessed and viewed, either by the authority or the customer. 

5. For the reasons above and the reasons stated in the Office Action the rejection remains. 

6. Below is a replica of the Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Carl Knowles et 
al.(US Patent No. 5,869,819) hereinafter referenced as Knowles. 
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As Per Claim 1: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, an information delivery system, [delivery 
system, fig. 10, element 53], comprising: 

a postage system, [packaging routing, tracking and delivering system; fig. 10, element 53] 
configured to apply postage, [information structure, fig.l3B] and a network address, [URL code filed, 
fig.l2B] to objects in a postage field, [URL code field; fig.l2A, element 57A] on the objects wherein the 
postage field comprises an area reserved on the objects for the postage and wherein the objects are 
delivered to users, [fig.l3B; delivery field]; and 

a server system, [fig. 10, element 51; internet server] configured to receive a first message over 
the Internet from one of the users, wherein the first message is addressed to the network address, process 
the first message to retrieve information, and transfer the information in a second message over the 
Internet to the one of the users, [fig. 10, elements 52, 53; package routing system shipping computer 
system], and [fig.17, element 54, 56, 57; information accessed]. 

As Per Claim 2: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the information delivery system, [delivery 
system, fig. 10, element 53] wherein the postage system, [packaging routing, tracking and delivering 
system; fig. 10, element 53] is further configured to apply the network address in the postage field at a 
consistent location on the objects, [assign the identification number a unique status encoded information 
storage location; fig.l4C] to enable the users to automatically scan the postage field for the network 
address, [fig.17, package delivery process]. 
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As Per Claim 3: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the information delivery system, [delivery 
system, fig. 10, element 53] further comprising a user system configured to automatically scan the 
network address from the postage field, [package delivery process; fig. 1 7] and [URL code field], 
generate the first message, and transfer the first message over the Internet, [use URL to access internet 
server to obtain information stored and access internet server to send confirmation]. 

As Per Claim 4: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the information delivery system, [delivery 
system, fig. 10, element 53] wherein the postage system, [packaging routing, tracking and delivering 
system; fig. 10, element 53] comprises a postage printing device, [fig.l, printer, element 35] configured to 
receive weight information, [information structure form, fig. 13 A] for the objects and apply the postage 
based on the weight information. 

As Per Claim 5: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the information delivery system wherein the 
network address comprises an Internet address, [encode the URL, fig.Hd]. 

As Per Claim 6: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the information delivery system, [delivery 
system, fig. 10, element 53] wherein the network address comprises a domain name, [encode the URL, 
fig.l4d]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/087,331 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3639 

As Per Claim 7: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, A method of operating an information delivery 
system, [delivery system, fig. 10, element 53], the method comprising: 

applying postage and a network address, [URL encoded barcode symbol printed with 
corresponding human readable URL content , col.6, lines 5-10] to objects in a postage field, [URL code 
field, fig 12B] on the objects wherein the postage field comprises an area reserved on the objects for the 
postage and wherein the objects are delivered to users, [read bar code label on package using package 
delivery computer system, fig 18A]; 

receiving a first message over the Internet from one of the users wherein the first message is 
addressed to the network address; [internet system that is connected to provider for programmed bar-code 
surfuring information, col.2, lines 61-65] 

processing the first message to retrieve information; and 

transferring the information in a second message over the Internet to the one of the users, [URL 
access the internet server and update the location within the system, fig. 16C]. 

As Per Claim 8: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, further comprising applying the network 
address to the objects at a consistent location, [assign the identification number a unique status encoded 
information], in the postage field, [URL code field, fig. 12 A] to enable the users to automatically scan the 
postage field for the network address, [URL code, fig. 8]. 

As Per Claim 9: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, further comprising automatically scanning the 
network address from the postage field,[ shipping computer system, fig. 10, element 52], generating the 
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first message, and transferring the first message over the Internet, [information storage location on a web 
page of the internet]. 

As Per Claim 10: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, further comprising receiving weight 
information, [information structure form, fig 13 A] for the objects and applying the postage based on the 
weight information, [apply label to the package, fig.He] and [read barcode label, fig 16], 

As Per Claim 11: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the network address comprises an Internet 
address, [encode the URL, fig 14D]. 

As Per Claim 12: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the network address comprises a domain name, 
[the URL for www information resource, see fig 7B]. 

As Per Claim 13: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, further comprising generating a postmark that 
includes the network address, [assign package identification number, fig 14C]. 

As Per Claim 14: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, further comprising paying a delivery service to 
cancel the postage using the postmark that includes the network address, [information structure, fig 13B] 
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and [package routing subsystem, fig 53]. 
As Per Claim 15: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, a software product, [web link computer system 
having browser program having URL menu, col. 4, lines 14-20] for a processing system that is configured 
to operate with a postage system, the software product comprising, [connects client system to the server, 
col.4, lines 8-12]: 

application software configured when executed by the processing system to direct the processing 
system to generate an instruction to apply postage and a network address to objects, [assign the 
identification number a unique status encoded information storage location; fig.l4C] in a postage field on 
the objects wherein the postage field comprises an area reserved on the objects for the postage, [URL 
code filed, fig 12B] and wherein the objects are delivered to users, transfer the instruction to the postage 
system, [program having URL menu, col.4, lines 14-20] receive a first message over the Internet from one 
of the users wherein the first message is addressed to the network address, process the first message to 
retrieve information, and transfer the information in a second message over the Internet to the one of the 
users, [information electronically transmitted to sites over the internet, col.4, lines 34-40]; and a 

storage media configured to store the application software, [URL access the internet server and 
update location information within the system, fig 16C]. 

As Per Claim 16: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the application software, [internet browser 
program, col.4, lines 14-20] is further configured to direct the processing system to generate the 
instruction to apply the network address, [apply the label to the package, fig 14E] at a consistent location 
in the postage field to enable the users to automatically scan the postage field, [URL field, fig 12 A] for 
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the network address, [assign the identification number a unique status encoded information storage 
location, fig 14C]. 

As Per Claim 17: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the application software, [internet browser 
program, col.4, lines 14-20] is further configured to direct the processing system to receive weight 
information, [information structure form, fig 13 A] for the objects, generate a postage instruction based on 
the weight information, [packaging routing subsystem, fig. 10, element 53], and transfer the postage 
instruction to the postage system, [information electronically transmitted, col.4, lines 34-40] . 

As Per Claim 18: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the software product wherein the network 
address comprises an Internet address, [encoded URL, fig 14D]. 

As Per Claim 19: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein, the network address comprises a domain name, 
[encoded URL, fig 14D]. 

As Per Claim 20: 

Knowles discloses a method and system wherein the application software is further configured to 
direct the processing system to change the network address applied to the objects, [use the URL to access 
the internet server and update the location information within the system, fig 16C]. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's immediate 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/O Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



X/JOHN W.HAYES ' 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



